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SEPTEMBER 2017: The end of another term … already! Our 

children have been very busy baking, measuring, exploring and learning 

to write. It has been a difficult term in terms of coughs, colds and flu’s, 

but with spring in the air and warmer weather arriving we look forward 

to spending more time outdoors and soaking up sunshine. We hope 

you find some time for rest and relaxation with your children during the 

break and we look forward to seeing you all in term 4.  

NEWSLETTER
OAKLEIGH PRIMARY SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN

3YO GREEN GROUP 4YO ORANGE GROUP 4YO PURPLE GROUP



DATES TO 
REMEMBER

TERM 3: ENDS FRIDAY 22nd 
SEPTEMBER

FRIDAY  22nd SEPTEMBER

FOOTY AND SPORTS DAY 

With a gold coin donation to raise funds 
for Indigenous Literacy Foundation. 

SWIMWORLD INCURSION 

BOTH 3YO AND 4YO GROUPS 

Monday 9th October 

PURPLE GROUP 11am - 11:30 am

Thursday 12th October 

ORANGE GROUP 1pm - 1:30pm

Friday 13th October 

GREEN GROUP 2pm - 2:30pm

TUESDAY 24th OCTOBER 
ORANGE GROUP half day only. 
Session begins at normal drop off time 
8:45am pick up time 12pm. 

(Staff training)

4YO BUG DETECTIVE EXCUSION  
PURPLE GROUP 
Monday 23rd October
ORANGE  GROUP 

Friday 27th October

OPSK ART SHOW

FRIDAY 10th NOVEMBER

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING

THURSDAY 16th NOVEMBER

To be held in the P.A.C building

PREP 2018 STUDENT PROGRAM

Thursday 9th November 

9:15am  - 10:15am

Tuesday 14th November 

9:15am - 10:15am

Thursday 23rd November 

9:15am - 12:30pm 

Information can be collected at the 
school office if you haven’t received 
a timetable.

THURSDAY 7th  DECEMBER

Christmas Performance for all groups 
with special guest appearance by 
SANTA.

TERM 4 FEES DUE NOW

For any outstanding payments, please 
contact Moira. Otherwise a late fee may 
incur.

TERM 4: BEGINS MONDAY 9th 
OCTOBER



general
information

Our SunSmart policy began on the 
1st of September. Our Melbourne 
weather is unpredictable, UV levels 
are still on the rise even though it 
may be overcast. So ‘hats on’ is a 
must do! Only bucket, broad rimmed 
and legionnaire hats are appropriate 
for outdoor play.

Please remember to pop a hat in 
your child/ren’s bag so that we can 
all be SunSmart until the 30th of April 
2018.

  

SunSmart
HAT 
POLICY

THANK 
YOU
Thank you to all familes and 
members of the community 
who attended the Maintenance 
Day held on Sunday the 17th 
of September. Your time and 
help is greatly appreciated. If 
you haven’t already attended a 
working bee this year, please 
sign up in term 4 to receive your 
levy refund for 2017.

PLEASE BRING A
HAND TOWEL
Parents are reminded that children 
are to bring a small hand-towel to 
kinder each day. Your child’s hand-
towel hook has the same picture as 
their bag hook. Please make sure  
their towels are labeled clearly.



FOOTY 
AND SPORTS DAY
It’s hard to escape footy living in Melbourne! While we have all different 
levels of interest, follow different codes, or don’t really follow at all, a 
day celebrating footy and sport is a great way to encourage us all to get 
outside and be active.

On the last day of term, we will be having a kindergarten footy and 
sports day, with a gold coin donation to the Indigenous Literacy 
Foundation.

Children are encouraged to wear their football team colours, or 
a sporting team of their choice, sporting clothes, or just dress 
up!



We have a new security code to 
keep the children safe within the 
kindergarten grounds. Please do 
NOT give this code out to anyone, 
including siblings.
• The gate code is confidential, treat it  
  like a PIN number

•  Please cover the code pad with your  
  hand when entering the code

• Please do not let the kindergarten  
 children, older siblings or school   
        children know the code

• Please do not ask your child or   
  siblings to press the code number or  
 lift them up to press the gate code;  
 if you see a child using the pin pad  
 please ask them to stop

• Please do not allow your children to  
 hang, climb or swing on the 
 kindergarten gate, as this can break 
 the gate and is costly to repair

• If you let in an adult who doesn’t   
       know the code, do not give them the 
  code, instead direct them to a   
 member of staff

• Please inform grandparents or other  
 people who are authorised to pick  
 up your child of the above points.

Please do not compromise the safety 
of the kindergarten children by letting 
other people know the code. If adults 
or children outside the kindergarten 
community know the code, it will have 
to be reset, which is time consuming 
and inconvenient for everyone.

Thank you for your assistance in this 
important matter.

KINDERGARTEN 
GATE CODE  

Just a reminder that our sign in 
book has been relocated to a new 
area.

When you sign your child(ren) into 
the kindergarten, you need to put 
your full name in the column that 
asks who is collecting the child. 
Please don’t write ‘mum’ or ‘dad’ 
as this is not enough information 
for our records. Given and Family 
name is to be written in the space 
provided. There is no need to fill 
in the ‘expected time of collection’ 
column, just register the time you 
actually pick your child(ren) up. 
Thank you for your co operation.

SIGN-IN- BOOK
[NEW LOCATION} 

SECURITY AND 
PROTECTION 
OF ALL CHILDREN

Parents/ Guardians are advised to 
take care when entering and leaving 
OPSK, to ensure that you only allow 
your child/children to enter or leave 
with you. It is extremely important 
that all children are not allowed to 
enter or leave the building without 
sufficient supervision from their 
parent/guardian. We understand 
your child/children want to leave 
with their friends, but we need to 
be aware to keep gates closed at all 
times. 

Thank you



As we all know, busy schedules and taking 
care of our children can sometimes prove 
difficult, especially when we run out of 
ideas for their lunchboxes. Here are a few 
ideas to keep our little ones happy in the 
playground. You can also visit healthy-kids.
com.au for some great recipes and snacks 
ideas.

Cheese, Tomato, Spinach Pockets

Fruit Kebabs

Sushi

Celery, cream cheese and sultanas

Veggie Sticks and Hommus Dip

Fruit muffins

Nut Free Choc Date Bliss balls

Popcorn

The simple sandwich 

Pikelets

Fresh or tinned fruit with yogurt

Homemade pizzas

Wholegrain crisp breads topped with 
avocado

Remember to keep your childs food safe 
with ice bricks or frozen drink bottles on 
warmer days.

HEALTHY 
SNACK 
IDEAS

ANAPHYLAXIS 
AWARENESS
Families are reminded that the 
kindergarten has children who 
suffer from Anaphylaxis. 
This is a very severe condition 
and as such it is important that 
all food products that come to 
the kindergarten are nut free. An 
important part of managing this 
and ensuring the safety of the 
children affected is making sure 
we wash our hands upon entering 
the kindergarten. This includes 
siblings and parent helpers who 
are staying.  
At drop-off  and pick-up times 
siblings often play within the 
kinder, parents are asked to be 
diligent - if siblings want to touch 
things then they need to make 
sure that  they wash their hands 
too.

PLEASE BE MINDFUL 
WHEN PACKING 
YOUR CHILD(RENS) 
LUNCHBOXES. 
OPSK IS A NUT FREE 
KINDERGARTEN.

THANK YOU  



Moira Philp 
Administration Officer 
0488 771 709 
kinderadmin@oakleighps.vic.edu.au

Helen Sklavos 
Convenor   
0456 778 809  
lenisklavos@gmail.com 
Mum to Ellis [GREEN group] 

Neetika Gulati 
Deputy Convenor  
gulati.neetika@gmail.com 
0432 900 128                                                        
Mum to Sid [PURPLE group]                    

Deepti Doshi 
Green Group Rep   
doshideepti1@gmail.com 
0452 273 515 
Mum to Amvi [GREEN group]

Jenny Penfold + Jo Francis  
Orange Group Reps 
jennpenners@hotmail.com 0417 396 196 
joruff@gmail.com 0488 052 272 
Mum to Rebecca  | Mum to Ella [ORANGE group]

Divya Navuru 
Purple Group Rep 
divyarajnikanth01@gmail.com 
0452 538 975 
Mum to Ruthwik Sai [PURPLE group]

GOT A QUESTION?   
WANT TO KNOW MORE?  
CAN  YOU LEND A HAND?  

PLEASE  
CONTACT  
US!

SUNSCREEN
In term 4, as it begins to warm up, 
we kindly ask parents and guardians 
to apply SPF 50+ to all children who 
attend OPSK. 

Children must provide/apply their 
own SPF 50+ broad spectrum 
sunscreen before going outdoors

AND / OR 

The Kinder supplies SPF 50+, so don’t 
worry if you have forgottten to apply 
your child’s sunscreen. Our friendly 
staff will be more than happy to 
assist.

l

AHH-
CHOO 
Well we are glad to see the end of 
Term 3. All the colds, coughs and 
flu will hopefully disappear over 
the holidays and we will all be back 
fighting fit ready for term 4.

Information was sent through 
FlexiBuzz in regards to keeping 
children at home if they were looking 
and feeling unwell. 

On the following page we have 
attached a list for all parents and 
guardians to read over carefully. If 
you feel your child is suffering from 
one or more of the symptoms from 
the red or yellow sections, please 
keep them home until they are better.

Thank you for your co operation.



Is	my	child	too	sick	for	
kindergarten	today?	

Try	again	next	session	
• Wheezing	or	shortness	of	breath
• Temperature	of	38c	or	above
• Hard	consistent	cough
• Constant	runny	nose	with	yellow/green	tint
• Diarrhoea	or	vomiting	within	the	past	48	hours
• Redness	or	runny	eyes
• Sore	throat	or	swollen	glands
• Persistent	itching
• Unusual	colour
• Weariness
• Has	had	Panadol/neurofen

Join	us	if	you	can	check-in	or	be	contacted	to	collect	child	early	if	
needed.		

• Temperature-free	for	24	hours
• Sporadic	coughing
• Very	minimal	green/yellow	runny	nose
• Free	of	diarrhoea	or	vomiting	for	48	hours

Okay	to	come	in	and	play!	
• Mild	infrequent	cough
• Clear	runny	nose
• Active,	playful	and	rested

If	in	doubt,	please	stay	away.	



PRODUCE 
BASKET
At the main door to the kinder, there 
is a shared produce basket. When 
the kinder vegetable garden has 
surplus produce we’ll place it in there 
for families to take home and enjoy. 
Similarly, if your home gardens have 
been kind to you, and given you 
more produce than you can use, we 
invite you to place it in our basket 
to share with other families in our 
kinder community. 

VEGGIE 
PATCH
DONATIONS
At OPSK Kindergarten sustainability 
and environmental awareness 
are a key part of our program. We 
recognise that learning about the 
impact we have on our environment 
should be a central part of our 
philosophy. We have a healthy 
vegetable garden that our children 
take care of, allowing them to explore 
our relationship with food.  

In term 4 we will be asking staff and 
children what types of seedlings 
parents and guardians can donate to 
help our garden grow.

School holidays are around the corner 
and we have a list of some low cost kids’ 
activities to keep them entertained

Crafternoon at North Melbourne Library 

(free event) 05/10/2017  

Thu: 2.30pm – 4.30pm

Biscuit Decorating Party at Southbank 
Library 

(free event) 02/10/2017

Mon: 10am – 10.45am

Uptown Funk Dance Workshop at City 
Library 

(free event) 03/10/2017

Tue: 10am – noon

Visit whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Queen Victoria Market - Free activities 
for kids to enjoy

Royal Melbourne Show (Saturday 
September 23 2017 - Tuesday October 3 
2017) 

Tickets can be purchased online or upon 
entry. 

Happy Holidays OPSK Community, see 
you all in Term 4. Stay safe.

 

HOLIDAY
FUN



GETTING 
READY FOR 
SCHOOL.....
Starting primary school is a major milestone for you and your 
child, marking the start of a new phase of life for you both. 
Here you’ll find information on how to make the move from 
kindergarten and other early childhood services to primary 
school as smooth as possible for your child.

Building positive relationships and 
experiences with education in the early 
years of your child’s life is important to 
their long term development – providing 
the building blocks for their learning and 
wellbeing.

The more you can help your child to 
become familiar with the layout of the 
school and what they need to do before 
day one, the less overwhelmed they are 
likely to feel.

There are some practical ways you can 
help your child make the transition to 
starting school. You can:

• ask your child what they think about 
starting school

• ask the early childhood staff who 
work with your child about activities 
organised between the kindergarten or 
child care centre and the school

• participate in the information sessions 
the school organises for you and your 
child

• visit the school with your child so they 
are familiar with the grounds, including 
showing them where the drink taps, 
toilets and their classrooms are located

• arrange a time with the prep teacher 
to discuss your child’s interests, 
experiences and strengths

• catch up with other parents and their 
children who will be attending the 
same school as your child so they can 
get to know other children in their class 
before they start school

• let your child practice dressing for 
school, using their lunch box and drink 
bottle and packing their school bag in 
readiness for their first day at school

• adopt a low-key approach to the big 
day by having casual conversations 
with your child about this next step in 
their life and sharing positive memories 
of your own school experience with 
your child.



Enrolment Packs
All enrolment packs have now been posted and are due back by Friday 
September 22.  By returning your enrolment information to us now we can 
review it to ensure we have all the required information prior to completing 
your enrolment.  Also so we can follow up with any health or developmental 
requirements that you child may have.
A 2018 Information Evening will be held on Thursday November 16.  An invite 
will be emailed to families in the second week of Term 4.  

Prep 2018 Transition Program
For our families with children enrolled to attend Prep at Oakleigh PS in 2018 
please note the following sessions for the Prep Transition Program.
Thursday November 9  9.15am to 10.15am
Tuesday November 14  9.15am to 10.15am
Thursday November 23   9.15am to 12.30pm
Tuesday November 28          6.30pm to 7.30pm (Parent session)
You will receive further information closer to the dates.

 

Important Information
Enrolments for Kindergarten and 

Prep 2018 Transition Program



Policies
Policies
The following policies are going before the School Council meeting next week 
for approval. 
• Fees 
• Asthma
• Anaphylaxis
• Dealing with Infectious Disease
• Complaints and Grievances
• Inclusion and Equity

 Dealing with Infectious Disease
There has been clause inserted into the Infectious Disease policy in regards to 
Parent & Guardian responsibilities as follows.

Not sending a child/ren to the Service if they are unwell.  Understanding if a 
child has been sick they must be well for 24hrs before returning to the service. 
For example, if a child is absent due to illness or is sent home due to illness they 
should not attend the next day as a minimum.  A doctor’s certificate may be 
requested by the Nominated Supervisor if in doubt that the child has returned to 
full health.

This is in line with the Information in the Newsletter and previously sent on 
Flexibuzz about not sending your child to kinder if they are unwell.

 

Important Information 
Policies



Fees
Fee policy changes include the inclusion of a Late Collection Fee.  This will mean 
that in situations where families are consistently late collecting their children, 
even after discussion with the Nominated Supervisor, a late collection fee will 
be applied.  This will be charged at a rate of $20 for the first 15 minutes or part 
thereof the child is not picked up after session time.  With an additional $10 for 
every 15 minutes or part thereof. This late fee will be invoiced within 3 days and 
due within 7 days .
Also all references to a Maintenance Levy have been removed as in 2018 there 
will be no scheduled Maintenance Days each term.  Instead the kindergarten will 
be utilising the services of the Maintenance team that work at the school on a 
more regular basis.  This team can undertake the tasks required of a Working bee 
such as mowing, weeding, laying tanbark and sand.  With other maintenance 
works carried out either by Canopy or Peter Newton both of whom are used by 
the school
Fees will remain the same in 2018 with the budget on track in 2017.  Furthermore 
Enrolments in 2018 are strong with all groups full at this stage and all deposits 
paid. 

Asthma and Anaphylaxis
For the Asthma policy there have been updates to the Asthma First Aid 
Flowchart, the Sample Asthma Acton Plan and the Asthma First Aid Poster 
in line with Asthma Australia information.  Any information displayed at 
the kinder will also be updated.  The Procedure for giving an Epipen has been 
updated which has been reflected in the updated Anaphylaxis policy.
 

Important Information  
Policies continued...



Once the updated policies are approved by School Council at their meeting on 
Wednesday September 20 the final versions will be placed in the policy folder in 
the kinder office.  Therefore if you have a child with Asthma or Anaphylaxis please 
request a revised copy of these policies at the beginning of Term 4. 

The following policies are due for review in October.
• Governance & Management of the Service
•	 Privacy	and	Confidentiality
• Diabetes
• Interactions with Children
• Nutrition and Active Play

Feel welcome to request a copy of the current policy from the kinder office and 
provide any feedback to Moira by email at kinderadmin@oakleighps.vic.edu.au. 

 

Important Information  
Policies continued...


