
No. 5  27th March, 2018 
Tel. 9568 0558   

From the Principal’s Desk 
 
STAFFING NEWS 
 
Bronwyn Orr who has been with us this term has been appointed as the 
Substantive Assistant Principal. In the short time she has been with us she has 
become a valuable member of staff and has already made many  contributions to 
student wellbeing and our teaching and learning practices. 
 
Katrina Spicer was intending to return to teach the Year 2K class.  However, she 
has been successful in obtaining an Assistant Principal position at Wheelers Hill 
Primary School, commencing Term 2. Katrina, is indeed sad to be leaving Oakleigh 
Primary School and she has enjoyed her time here.  As a school we are grateful for 
all the contributions she has made as a classroom and performing arts teacher and 
in her many leadership roles. Katrina’s position will be advertised and a new 
teacher employed for the rest of the year.  For the first three weeks of Term 2 we 
have employed Leigh Stokes, who has been working as a Casual Relief Teacher at 
our school.  He and the students will be supported during this transition period by 
the other Year 2 teachers to ensure a quality handover process. We will organise an 
official farewell for Katrina next term. 
 
Fiona Pisani will be retiring from the Department of Education.  Fiona had 
intended to retire at the end of last year but kindly offered to take Year 2K for Term 
1 this year. There will be a Farewell Assembly on Thursday at 2.15pm. 
 
After many years in education she deserves this time to ‘smell the roses’, travel, 
take long walks on the beach and pursue her other hobbies. Fiona has been a 
popular and committed teacher at Oakleigh PS for over 22 years and has worked in 
most areas of the school.  Many students have benefited from her passion, 
commitment and desire to bring out the best in each and every child.  I know that 
the staff and students will miss her, but she has already promised to come back as 
a CRT (Casual Relief Teacher).    
 
COMMUNITY CULTURAL FESTIVAL 
 
On Friday a number of our students, staff and parents attended South Oakleigh 
College for a combined schools festival.  A number of local primary schools 
attended. The aim was to build a sense of community and come together to 
celebrate and enjoy. Our Year 3/4 Choir and 5/6 Glee Club performed.  They were 
very professional and sounded fantastic.  Feedback from both our community and 
others was very positive.  We also had a stall which showcased the work our 
students are doing in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).  
Thanks to all who supported the event and made it so successful. 
 
Student Attendance – Every Day At School Counts!  
Did you know that: 
 

 An 80% attendance rate is the equivalent of missing one day per week or 40 
days per year or 2.7 years of schooling from P-12.  

 Currently the average number of absence days per student at Oakleigh Primary 
School is 13.8 days each year. This is equivalent to nearly 3 weeks of schooling 
or half a year of school over their primary school years.    
       Continued….. 
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   Dates to Remember 

 

 
 

MARCH 
 
Tuesday, 27th 
Years 5&6 Excursion to the Immigration 
Museum 
 
Wednesday, 28th 
7pm:  School Council Meeting 
 
Thursday, 29th 
Harmony Day—Casual or Cultural Clothes 
can be worn 
2.30pm:  TERM 1 ENDS 
 

APRIL 
 

Monday, 16th 
TERM 2 BEGINS 
 
Tuesday, 17th 
1.5-3.15pm:  House Cross Country for 
Years 3-6 at Warrawee Park 
 
Thursday, 19th 
Year 3 Excursion to the Arts Centre 
 
Wednesday, 25th 
ANZAC Day—NO SCHOOL 
 

MAY 

 
Wednesday, 2nd 
Year 5/6 Scienceworks Excursion 
 
Friday, 4th 
Year 2 Start Smart Money Incursion 
Years 5&6 Inter-School Sport vs Sacred 
Heart (Home) 
 
Wednesday, 9th 
Year 2 Puffing Billy Excursion 
 
Friday, 11th 
Mothers’ Day Stall 
 
Monday, 14th  
OPS Book Fair—Library 
 
Tuesday, 15th  
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
OPS Book Fair—Library 
 

www.oakleighps.vic.edu.au 

Term Dates 2018 
 
Term 2:  16th April—29th June 
Term 3:  16th July—21st September 
Term 4:  8th October—21st December 



At Oakleigh Primary School, we all want our students to optimise their potential. The foundation of success lies in them coming to 
school each and every day.  There is a direct link between attendance and achievement. If your child misses school regularly, they 
miss out on learning the fundamental skills which will set them up for success in the later years of school and life. Each missed day is 
associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading. Poor attendance makes it difficult for students to 
form positive friendships with their peers. 
 
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day your child misses puts them behind and can affect their educational 
outcomes. It is also vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the term if it can be 
avoided.  
 
Remember, every day counts.  
 
When your child is ill: 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to decide whether to keep your child home from school, particularly when their symptoms are unclear or 
mild. Most infections for children are viral, they are contagious and usually spread from one person to another.  
 
A child should be at school unless: 

 The child has a contagious disease like measles, chicken pox or mumps.  

 The child has an injury preventing movement around school.  

 The child is going on a family holiday that cannot be arranged during school holidays. This should be discussed with the principal 
in advance.  

 The principal is provided with any genuine and acceptable reason preventing the child's attendance.  

 A medical or dental appointment could not be made out of school hours (wherever possible, appointments should be made out 
of school hours).  

You should also contact the school by 10.00am to let us know your child is going to be away.   
 
When your child is unwell it can be hard deciding whether to keep them away. Not every ailment needs to keep your child from 
school.  
 
Common sense goes a long way in preventing illness: 
In general- your child will normally be OK to attend school if:  

 your child has no fever  

 can eat and drink normally  

 is rested and alert enough to pay attention in class – that is they can they last a whole day at school without becoming sleepy or 
drowsy 

 has completed any GP recommended isolation. 
 
SOME GUIDELINES TO CONSIDER:  
 
Raised Temperature:  
If your child has a raised temperature they should not attend school. If it subsides it is fine to send your child to school the next day 
when there are no other symptoms of concern.  
Vomiting and Diarrhoea:  
Keep your child at home if he/she has vomited twice or more in the last 24 hours. A one-off vomit could be the result of something 
else like overeating or too much excited physical activity. If they have no other signs of illness symptoms, most cases pass with rest 
and rehydration. Do not send them to school until they have been free from symptoms for 24 hours. If they are suffering from 
gastroenteritis they may require longer than 24 hours symptom free as they will also be suffering from tiredness, lack of energy and 
fatigue.  
Cough, minor cold, sore throat:  
A mild sore throat or dry cough alone doesn’t keep a child from school. However, if they have a raised temperature, shivering or are 
drowsy keep them away from school. Heavy colds and flu like symptoms are highly contagious, especially in the younger grades. 
Return to school 24 hours after feeling better. If a cough is more severe consult your GP, this includes persistent breathing difficulties.  
Rash: 
If your child has an unidentifiable rash that is spreading, he or she will need to have a doctor determine whether it's contagious or 
not 
 
Michele Nolan 
Principal 
nolan.michele.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 



 

OSHC Coordinator’s Report 

Help us fundraise and purchase yours 
today! Early Bird Offers available. 
To order your Entertainment Membership 
visit: 
www.entbook.com.au/187n870 or grab an 
order form from the Office. 

Dear OPS families, 

 

I am very excited (and a little bit sad) to announce that I have recently been appointed 

Assistant Principal at Wheelers Hill Primary School, commencing at the start of Term 2. 

Therefore, I will not be returning to Oakleigh Primary School as originally planned after the 

completion of my current Principal Class Internship. 

I have been a teacher at Oakleigh PS since 2009 and I have seen the school transform and 

grow in so many ways in that time. It truly is a unique and amazing school and I feel blessed 

to have had the opportunity to work with such wonderful leaders, teachers, ES staff, students 

and families. I have many wonderful memories of Oakleigh Primary School from my time 

teaching Year One/Two, Year Three/Four, ICT, Performing Arts and Prep. I have taught 

children from many of the current OPS families and I feel like a real part of this wonderful community. However, to 

broaden my professional experience, I feel that now is the time to move on and experience life in another school.  

 

I will miss Oakleigh PS enormously but I am very much looking forward to starting the next phase of my career as 

an Assistant Principal. 

I wish the whole of the OPS community all the very best, and I look forward to hearing great things about the 

school into the future. 

 

Regards, 

Katrina Spicer 

Hi. My name is Emma Olsen and I am one of your school Vice-
Captains for 2018. My favourite colour is green. I like drawing, 
playing tennis, playing the piano, and swimming. I am from 
Japan, and I speak Japanese at home. If you see me anywhere in 
the school I would like you to come and say hi. 

Howdy! I’m Tim Chernov, and I am one of the six 

2018 school Vice-Captains. My favourite subjects at 

school are math, writing, and visual art. Some of my 

hobbies include reading, colouring, and playing sport. 

My favourite colour of gummy bear is red.  

Easter activities all this week. 

 

OSHC will operate from 2.30pm 

this Thursday.   

We wish all our families a great 

break. 

House Cross Country 

2018 

Years 3 – 6 

Week 1 Term 2 

Tuesday 17
th

 April 
(back up 24

th
 April) 

1.30pm – 3.15pm 

Warrawee Oval and surrounds 

Kindergarten Vacancies 
 
Due to one of our families moving out of the area in April the 
Purple Group will have two vacancies commencing Term 2. 

Therefore if you know of a family who would like their child to 
join our kinder please have them contact Moira on 0488 771 709. 

http://www.entbook.com.au/187n870


 

Head Lice 
 

Please continue to check your children for head lice on a 
regular basis. Cases have been detected at Oakleigh 
Primary in the last  couple of days which serves to 
remind us that we must be vigilant to keep the incidents 
low or eliminated. We thank you again for your assistance as we 
continue to battle this difficult and frustrating problem. 

THE UNIFORM SHOP IS CLOSED 

THIS WEEK DUE TO  

STOCKTAKE.   

Want your kids to have an amazing, 
action-packed autumn break? 

Join Team Holiday for their AWESOME 
AUTUMN school holiday program for kids 

aged 5-12. 
  
Team Holiday is a multi-award winning 
holiday program provider for children 

and teens across Australia. They provide full-day activities to 
over 100,000 children every year. Their programs are perfect for 
working families or for kids who are just looking for fun activities 
to do during their holiday break. 
  
Their specialist crew is made up entirely of qualified educators, 
and with a ratio of one educator to just ten kids, they have the 
time and resources to curate innovative adventures that kids just 
love. That’s why over 95% of parents rated Team Holiday higher 
than any other holiday program. 
  
Check out Team Holiday full program schedule here. 
  

Remember, you can save up to 50% on all Team Holiday 
programs with eligible CCR/CCB rebates. 

https://www.teamholiday.com.au/holiday-programs






Two Family Tickets (2 adults and 2 children) are on offer for this show.  If you would like to go, please 
contact Susan in the office who will put you in touch with the organisers.  For further information click on 

the link below. 
https://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2018/shows/grandma-is-not-growing-up 

https://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2018/shows/grandma-is-not-growing-up

