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From the Principal’s Desk 
        
Oakleigh Primary School and Kindergarten – A Flourishing School 
 
STEM at Oakleigh Primary School 
 
Last year I mentioned in a Newsletter that one of our key focuses over the next 
four years is the implementation of a STEM Program (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics).   
 
It therefore gave me great pleasure to know that the 2018 Australian of the Year is 
a female scientist, Professor Michelle Simmons. Michelle has pioneered research 
that could lead to a quantum leap in computing. At the forefront of what she calls 
the “space race of the computing era”.  Michelle aims to build a quantum computer 
able to solve problems in minutes that would otherwise take thousands of years. 
Such a discovery has the potential to revolutionise drug design, weather 
forecasting, self-driving vehicles, artificial intelligence and more. She demonstrates 
many character strengths, in particular curiosity, teamwork, creativity and 
perseverance. Michelle actively encourages all students – girls and boys – to dream 
big, challenge themselves and to achieve ambitious goals in science.  
 
As well as being proud that she represents Australia, I am also proud that she 
demonstrates what women can achieve. Currently only 17 of the 599 Nobel Prize 
Laureates for Physics, Chemistry or Medicine have been woman. To some degree 
this lack of recognition contributes to the misconception that women cannot do 
science or, at least, not as well as men. 
  
Likewise, I was proud to know that a teacher who is inspiring the youth of today 
was named The Local Hero. Eddie Woo makes maths fun. He started posting videos 
online in 2012 for a student who was sick with cancer and missing a lot of school. 
Before long, he was sharing the videos across the country and beyond. Wootube 
now boasts more than 100,000 subscribers and has attracted more than eight 
million views worldwide and counting. A brilliant student, Eddie could have chosen 
any field, but in defiance of social convention and his parents opted for teaching. 
Today, he is using his vocation to “pay it forward” and make education equitable 
for all. 
 
Whilst I have no problem with people being recognised for achievements in the 
sporting and arts fields it gives me a great sense of satisfaction that these two 
recipients have been recognised.  Australia plays a lead role in research which is 
something, in my opinion, that is not acknowledged often enough in the media or 
by Government.   
 
It is my fervent hope that through the programs we offer our students over the 
next four years we will inspire many of our students to pursue careers in these 
fields. 
 
Positive Education. 
 
At Oakleigh Primary School and Kindergarten we encourage and support our 
students so that they can flourish.  Flourishing is a combination of ‘feeling good and 
doing good’.   
  
       Continued….. 
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   Dates to Remember 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
 
Friday, 16th 
Years 5&6 Interschool Sport begins vs 
Sacred Heart (Home) 
Year 4 Science Incursion ‘Forces & Motion’ 
 
Monday, 19th 
Getting to Know You Interviews begin this 
week (refer to notice sent home for 
further details) 
 
Wednesday, 21st 
7pm:  School Council Meeting 
 
Thursday, 22nd 
7-8.30am:  Oakleigh District Swimming 
Trials for selected students—Oakleigh 
Pools 
 
Friday, 23rd 
9-10.30am:  Prep ‘Proud To Be Me’ 
Incursion 
 

MARCH 
 
 

Friday, 2nd 
Years 5&6 Interschool Sport vs Amsleigh 
(Away) 
 
Monday, 5th 
PUPIL FREE DAY—NO SCHOOL 
 
Tuesday, 6th 
Monash Waverley Division Swimming for 
selected students 
Years 5/6 Metro Incursion 
 
Wednesday, 7th 
Prep Responsible Pet Incursion 
 
Friday, 9th 
Years 5&6 Interschool Sport vs COHR 
(Home) 
 
Monday, 12th 
Labour Day Holiday—NO SCHOOL 
 
Tuesday, 13th 
6.30pm:  Rock n’ Roll Welcome Dance—OPS 
 
Wednesday, 14th 
Year 2 Melbourne Mystery Tour Excursion 
 
Friday, 16th 
Years 5/6 Gala Sports Day 

www.oakleighps.vic.edu.au 

Term Dates 2018 
Term 1:  30th January—29th March 
Term 2:  16th April—29th June 
Term 3:  16th July—21st September 
Term 4:  8th October—21st December 



Student Banking 
 

 

Student Banking is now every 
WEDNESDAY. 
 

Every deposit earns the school a 
commission. 
 

There are two simple ways to open a new Youthsaver 
account for your child.  One is to visit 
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the 
link to open a Youthsaver account.  Alternatively, 
parents can visit any Commonwealth branch.     

 

SCHOOL FEES:  A friendly reminder that the first 

instalment of fees are now due if you haven’t already 

paid.  Please see Jane in the office if you have any 

questions. 

Positive Education at Oakleigh Primary School focuses on the explicit teaching of skills that assist students to build mutually 

respectful relationships, promote positive emotions and mindfulness, enhance personal resilience and grit, and encourage a healthy 

lifestyle.  We also aim to foster engagement, encourage them to achieve, be grateful for the good things in their life and ultimately, 

equip them with the qualities to enable them to reach their full potential. 

Our Growth Mindset enables us to approach tasks with confidence and by turning challenge into opportunity.  With a Growth 
Mindset we can be adaptable and flexible to change and growth. 
  
Our school values are linked to the principles of this work: 
The values that form the basis of the actions of our learning community are:  
Positive Emotion: Train your mind to focus on the positives rather than the negatives; be resilient.  
Happy people look back on the past with gladness; look into the future with hope; and enjoy and cherish the present. Having the 
ability  to recover strength, confidence and good humour. When things go wrong we are able to ‘bounce back’ or ‘bounce forward’. 
 
Engagement: Use and improve your character strengths to carry out each task to the best of your ability.  
When we focus on doing the things we truly enjoy and care about, we can begin to engage completely with the present moment and 
enter the state of being known as ‘flow’.    
 
Relationships: Create and maintain harmonious, fulfilling relationships.  
Everyone needs someone. We enhance our wellbeing and share it with others by building strong relationships with the people 
around us – family, friends, classmates and neighbours. 
 
Meaning: Belong to and serve something bigger than one’s self. 
We are at our best when we dedicate our time to something greater than ourselves. This could be religious faith, community work, 
family, a political cause, a charity, a professional or creative goal. 
 
Accomplishment: Have a growth mindset. Strive for and achieve success.  
Everyone needs to win or achieve sometimes. To achieve wellbeing and happiness we must be able to look back on our lives with a 
sense of accomplishment: ‘I did it, and I did it well’. 
 
Michele  
nolan.michele.m@edumail.vic.gov.aui 
 

REMINDER:  Permission forms that were given 

out at the end of last year must be 

completed and returned to school ASAP.  

These include forms to use the Internet at 

school.  If you have misplaced your forms we 

have more in the office. 

 

ASTHMA AND ALLERGIC REACTION 

MANAGEMENT PLANS need to be 

provided to the Office ASAP.  

Medication should be checked to 

make sure it has not expired and 

instructions are up to date.  More forms are 

in the office if needed.  

OSHC Coordinator’s Report 

Monday: One Dot picture 

Tuesday: Symmetry Painting 

Wednesday: Cooking 

Thursday: Construction 

Friday:  Lanterns 

Pupil Free Day—Monday, 5th March. 
 

Limited places available.   Please contact Liz 

asap if you wish for your children to attend. 

9568 2983 

0412 168 560 



Medication 
 

Please note that all 
medication needs to be 
brought to the Office clearly 
labelled with the child’s 
name, grade and dosage. 
It must also be written on the sheet in 
the back of the child’s home book. 
Thank you 

 

Uniform shop hours 
 

 

Mon 8.50 to 9.15am 
Wed 3.15 to 3.45pm 

 

Your help in observing these times would 
be greatly appreciated. 

Thankyou 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (CSEF) 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible to apply for the CSEF. The 
allowance will be paid to the school to use towards expenses related to camps, excursions, swimming or sporting activities for the 
benefit of your child.  
 
The annual CSEF amount per child is: 

 $125 for primary students, and  
 $225 for secondary students 
 
How to apply 
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
Remember to bring in your current applicable card when returning your form to the office. 

Head lice are extremely contagious and it really doesn't 
have anything to do with personal hygiene... 

 
95% of lice are transmitted through close contact, which means 
sharing hats, head bands and pillows - and to top it off with the 
no hat no play rule makes it even more difficult to control head 
lice. 
 
Ensure that you are protected from head lice this season and 
take the necessary preventative steps to keep away head lice. 
 
Below are 4 crucial steps to keep your school head lice free:  

 Avoid sharing clothing: especially hats, ribbons, head bands 
and helmets 

 Discourage children from playing with each other's hair 

 Don't share brushes, combs, towels and pillows 

 Keep long hair plaited or firmly tied back to prevent contact 
from other kids 

 For further information click here to download the KP24 
head lice fact sheet  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
https://pharmacare.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a8944537505746884447a0e2&id=6e35c6bf2c&e=57034ed3a0
https://pharmacare.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a8944537505746884447a0e2&id=6eb5eefb4b&e=57034ed3a0
https://pharmacare.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a8944537505746884447a0e2&id=6eb5eefb4b&e=57034ed3a0






CLARINDA TENNIS CLUB 
FREE OPEN DAY 
SUNDAY 25th FEBRUARY          
10am to 1pm 
4-14 Crawford Rd, Clarinda         
Come along, have a hit & see 
what our Club has to offer. 


