
Meet our staff  

 

Well, here we are in February already! A very 
warm welcome to new and returning families. 
The children are beginning to settle into routines, 
meeting new friends and getting to know the 
educators. Settling in and getting used to saying 
goodbye to family members can take some 
getting used to. If you have any questions please 
chat with your child’s teacher 
We are looking forward to a full and exciting year 
ahead.  
 

 
 

Welcome 
To term one 2018  

AT SERVICE NAME 
 
Welcome Picnic --------------------------------- 16th  

Group morning/afternoon teas -------------- TBA 
 

AROUND THE COUNTRY 
 

World Wetlands Day ------------------------------ 2nd 
Safer Internet Day --------------------------------- 6th     
National Apology Day -----------------------------13th  
Chinese New Year --------------------------------- 16th  
World Day of Social Justice --------------------- 20th 

Sustainable Living Festival --------------------1-28th 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 

WE’RE SO BUSY WATCHING OUT FOR WHAT’S JUST AHEAD OF US THAT WE DON’T  

TAKE TIME TO ENJOY WHERE WE ARE - BILL WATTERSON 

 

Oakleigh Primary 
School 
Kindergarten  
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MINI PEA & PESTO FRITTATAS  

Three lesser known titles 

that are sure to become 

favourites. 

THE UNDERWATER  
FANCY DRESS PARADE 
DAVINA BELL| 3-7 YEARS 
 
The night before the underwater  
fancy-dress parade, Alfie got that feeling 
 

KING OF THE CASTLE 
AURORA RUD | 3-8 Years  
 

When a creative young boy goes to the 
beach, he sees it as a blank canvas for 
imagination and adventure. 
 

What starts as a sand castle becomes much, much more…  
The book is written from the perspective of a fearless,  
all-conquering child at the beach. There is a dragon, three 
thousand workers constructing the castle and a moat as well as  
a giant deep-sea monster and more… 
 
 

THE BARBER AT  
THE HARBOUR 

TOM PATERSON | 4-8 YEARS 
 
Sailors return from long voyages and 
head straight to the harbour barber. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PREP 10 min | COOK 10 - 12 min | MAKES 12 
 

INGREDIENTS 

2 cups (250 grams) peas  

(if using frozen peas, simply run under water to defrost a little) 

 6 eggs 

1/2-cup cream 

1 cup tasty cheese, grated 

2 tablespoons pesto 

2 tablespoons basil, finely chopped 

 

METHOD:  

Preheat oven to 190 degrees Celsius. Grease a 12-hole muffin tin 

with butter or olive oil spray.  Divide the peas evenly into holes of 

prepared tin.  Place the eggs, cream, cheese, pesto and basil into 

a large mixing bowl and whisk to combine.   

 

Pour egg mixture over peas and bake for 10-12 minutes or until 

golden and set.  Allow standing in the pan for 5 minutes or so 

before loosening with a knife and removing.  Serve alongside a 

little fresh fruit or veggie sticks. These muffins aren’t suitable for 

freezing.  

 

Enjoy mylovelylittlelunchbox.com 

 

SAFETY – Remember to always supervise kids in the kitchen.  

 
 

 

NATIONAL APOLOGY DAY – 13TH 
 
Tuesday the 13th of February marks the 10th Anniversary of the 

National Apology to Australia's First Peoples – a sacred moment 

in our nation's history that must never be forgotten.  

Source: Recipe and images belong to mylovelylittlelunchbox 

Sometimes it's hard to be brave. Sometimes you get that 
feeling. Sometimes you're just not ready . . . until, one day, you 
are. A wonderful book that explores the feelings of anxiety or 
worry that a child may experience before certain occasions or 
events in their lives.  

 

Events are held throughout the country as a reminder that sorry is 

more than just a word, we need to work together in order to 

achieve key outcomes for the Stolen Generations. 

Find out more at www.healingfoundation.org.au 

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR – 16TH 
 
In 2018 the Chinese New Year will be celebrated on February 16th, 

and marks the beginning of a new lunar year. Chinese New Year, 

also called Spring Festival, has more than 4,000 years of history. It is 

the grandest and the most important annual event for Chinese 

people. 2018 will be welcomed as the ‘Year of the Dog’. 

 
A witty and engaging children’s book that tells the story of a 

barber who finds innovative ways to groom the shabby 
sailors as they return from sea. Through rhyme, the book 

pays homage to the iconic hairstyles of recent decades, 
accompanied by beautiful watercolour illustrations that 

bring the characters to life. 
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Purple Group  
Hi, my name is Simone, I have worked at this 
kindergarten since the beginning of 2006. I am lucky 
enough to be the four year old teacher in purple 
group working with Yumi and Kerrie. I have a 
Bachelor of Early Childhood Studies and am currently 
in my final unit of a Master of Education. In my 
personal life I have strong interests in finding ways to 
connect with nature either through growing my own 
food or regularly walking in the bush or at the beach. I 
bring these interests into my work with young 

children as often as I can.  
 
 

Hello, my name is Yumi and I am a Diploma co-educator in 
Purple Group and also work in Orange group on Tuesday 
lunch time.  
This is my 4th year at Oakleigh Primary School 
Kindergarten. 
I grew up in Japan and lived in NZ and South Korea before 
settling into Australia in 2004.  
I am married with my Korean husband and have three 
children. I speak English, Japanese and Korean. 
My favourite activities are hiking, crafting and snorkelling. 
 I believe that relationships are powerful in our life.  

Oakleigh Primary School Kindergarten provides positive and creative relationships 
with children and families while supporting each child’s needs. 
 
 
 

Hi, my name is Kerrie. I have been involved with the 
kindergarten for the past 8 years. My passions include 
education for all children, animals of all shapes and 
sizes, cooking, reading, crafts and netball. Both my 
girls attended this kinder and the primary school.  
 

Help needed! 
Our beloved cubby house is in need of some repair. The floor is needing to be replaced after 
years of water, sand and mud!  
We are looking for someone who is able to replace the existing flooring. If you can help us out, 
please speak with one of your child’s educators.  
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Orange Group  
Hi, I’m Naomi, and I have worked at this kindergarten since 
2008. I teach Orange group and am the Educational Leader 
for the Kindergarten. I have a Bachelor of Education (early 
Childhood and Primary) and like Simone, am currently 
studying my final semester of my Master of Education. I 
spent my early years in Melbourne before moving to 
Tasmania with my family. I now live in the Dandenong 
Ranges with my husband, teenage children and the worlds 
laziest dog, Rocket the Greyhound! Away from the kinder I 
like to read, cook, spend time at the gym (I love boxing!) or 
running. I also love to watch ridiculously trashy TV with my 
daughter!  

 
 
My name is Saori Ryan-Okada I am a co educator in Orange 
group and look forward to a year of leaning, fun and 
adventures! 
I believe learning is happening all the time and is 
interwoven through all developmental domains. 
I truly enjoy being able to help children along their journey 
in learning, discovering and development. 
In my spare time, I like walking, watching Japanese TV 
shows and spending time with my family. 
 

 
 

My name is Madhumita Mukherjee. I have been working 
with children for eight years in India and six years in 
Australia and in this kindergarten. I enjoy being with 
children in their learning journey through new 
discoveries each session. The most interesting part of my 
job is learning about new cultures and bonding with 
families.  
 
I like to read, watch movies, cricket and try new recipes 
with my children.  

TISSUES NEEDED! 

As you can imagine, we use a lot of tissues here at kinder.  
We are asking for each family to donate one family sized box of tissues that will be used by 
the kindergarten over the course of the year.  
Thank you kindly.  
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Green Group  
My name is Belinda Zajda and it my second year 
here teaching the 3 year old group. 
I hold a Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood 
and Primary) and have taught since 2002 (with a 
5 year break) in both community based and 
independent school settings. 
I am at the kinder 2 days a week, the rest of the 
week I am busy with my own 3 year old and with 
my eldest child just starting school. I also enjoy 
camping, visiting cafes and going to watch my 
favourite football team. 

 
 

 
Hi everyone! I'm Kanwal Farhan. 
2018 is going to be my second year at OPSK I work with 3YO 
group as an Educator. I enjoy interacting with children it's 
exciting to see children grow and learn with time and be a part 
of their learning.  
Other than kindergarten, I like to hang out with my friends, go 
for long walks, reading sometimes, invite family and friends 
over for dinner and tea. 

 

We have placed a box outside the kinder entry for donations of recycled materials 
for children to use in various ways. We hope that children will learn to see the 
possibilities that these items have rather than sending them straight to landfill.  
 
Recycling, or upcycling, teaches global responsibility as well as creativity and 
problem solving.  
 
This year we are also phasing out the use of plastic bags. These are mostly used 
when children have wet or dirty clothing to send home. We will now put these items 
into a waterproof drawstring bag that will need to be returned to the kinder.  
 
If you have ideas, an interest or expertise in the area of sustainability please let us 
know.  
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Group Representatives  
 

Meet our 2018 Group Reps – 
For Purple Group, Caroline Knowles (Amy’s mum) 
and Jessica Roche (Louisa’s mum). 
 
For Orange Group Satya Tarapureddi (Amrita’s 
mum) and Rajan Kakkad (Krisha’s dad). 
 
For Green Group Jane Wong (Kate’s mum). 
 
Each kindergarten group has one or two parent 
representatives. Our Group Reps will assist with 
social events, communication between groups, 
fundraising, be members of the Parent Advisory 
Group, and help welcome new families into the 
kinder over the year.  
 
Look out for social and kinder community event 
posters and invites in your child’s pocket and 
around the kindergarten. Your Group Reps are the 
first point of contact for these events.  
 
 
 

How can we make our 
newsletter even better?  
 
What information would you 
like us to include? 

Email: kindergarten@oakleighps.vic.edu.au 
Phone number: 03 95686315 

 

Oakleigh Primary School Kindergarten  

 

Short simple activities to get some active minutes in the day. 

 

Do you remember skipping as a child? Do you remember the  

songs you used to sing? ‘Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear’ or maybe  

‘Cinderella dressed in yellow’.  Why not try teaching these and the 

skill of skipping to your child. It can be difficult at first, start with  

the basics or even use a hula-hoop to begin the learning process.  

 

Skipping is a full body workout; it improves cardiovascular fitness,  

hand and eye co-ordination and tones muscles in the lower and  

upper body. It is a great form of exercise for any age.  

 

If you need to refresh your memory go to  

oursimplehomestead.com/old-fashion-jump-rope-songs/  

to download some old favourite jump rope songs. 

   

 

 
 

 

SOME INTERESTING SCHOOLING 
FACTS YOU MAY NOT HAVE 
HEARD BEFORE: 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 
 

Jump Rope 
 
 

 

1. The City Montessori School in Lucknow, India, is the 
largest school in the world in terms of number of students, 
with more than 32,000 students. 

2. France has the shortest school year from August to 
June and also the longest school day.  
 
3. In Holland, children start school on the day they turn 4, 
which means that there's always someone new in 
the class.  

4. The world's oldest school is in Canterbury, England. The 
King's School, as it is named, was founded in 597 AD. 
 
5. Children in Finland do not start school until the age of 
7, which is one of the oldest ages around the world to 
start school.   
 
6. World's highest school is situated in Phumachangtang, 
Tibet, at a height of 5,373 metres above sea level. 

7. Children in Germany receive a special cone 
called Schultüte, which is filled with pens, pencils, books 
and snacks. 
 
Read more interesting facts at the link below. 
Source:  https://www.scoopwhoop.com/Interesting-Facts-
Education-Around-The-World/#.le6qkmov1 
 

http://www.oursimplehomestead.com/old-fashion-jump-rope-songs/

